ONE  WORLD :   TWO  WARS
The simple fact is that we no longer feel like outsiders in such a
group, and that the solemnity of honouring the memory of a friend
who had gone and the deep significance of the Buddhist ^ ritual in
close association with other Japanese friends were just as significant
and solemn and intimate as if the ritual had been the Christian
service for the burial of the dead and the place Emanuel Church in
Boston.
GERMANY'S VICTORIES MAKE JAPANESE-AMERICAN
RELATIONS TAIL-SPIN
July 2, 1940
The political turmoil in Japan recorded in May has not relaxed ;
rather has it assumed increased intensity. The German victories,
the collapse of France, and the generally predicted defeat of England
are having their logical repercussions and effects here, particularly
in the Army, and of course among the extremists and the pro-Axis
elements. The military—blusteringly—and the Government—in some-
what more moderate language—are demanding the complete cessa-
tion of the flow of war materials into China from Indo-China, Hong
Kong, and Burma, as well as the removal of British troops from the
International Settlement in Shanghai. Meanwhile they are demand-
ing that the Netherlands East Indies guarantee a free flow of com-
modities desired by Japan regardless of the normal quotas and needs
of other countries, as well as co-operation with Japan in matters of
immigration and industrial exploitation in the islands.
The implication is that all these various demands must be met
—or else. Whether, in the event that all of these demands are not
satisfactorily met, Japan will adopt strong-arm methods, remains to
be seen. The Japanese Government is moving slowly and carefully,
but the extremists are increasingly vociferous and anything can
happen, including the early fall of the cabinet either peacefully or
through a coup tfetat as in the " February 26 Incident." The public
is increasingly anti-British and to a large extent anti-American. If
and when the cabinet falls there is talk of Prince Konoye succeeding,
but we do not think that he is ready to take over the reins of govern-
ment. Our guess is Baron Hiranuma. The former is said to be
busy organizing his single-party system.
My private conversations with Arita on June 10, 19, 24, and 28
have led to no concrete results, but they have at least served to keep
the door open between our two Governments, which was their
primary purpose. By meeting at the private houses of mutual friends
we have largely avoided publicity, although rumours of the talks
have of course leaked, and at least one newspaper mentioned the fact
that they were going on.
It is obvious that we cannot expect very much from a mere debat-
ing match between the Foreign Minister and myself, although we
hear from a reliable source that the Prime Minister, Admiral Yonai,

